[nstitute for Public Representation
600 New Jersey Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20001

(p): 202.662.9535

(f): 202.662.9634

March 9, 2012

:'ILE [ACCE :
via hand delivery D/ACCEPTED

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12t Street, SW, Room TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Attn: CGB Room 3-B431

Re: Dawson Memorial Baptist Church Request for Exemption from the
Commission’s Closed Captioning Rules
Case No. CGB-CC-0144
CG Docket No. 06-181

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pursuant to the Commission’s Request for Comment, Telecommunications of the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Inc. (TDI), the National Association of the Deaf (NAD), the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Consumer Advocacy Network (DHHCAN), the Association
of Late-Deafened Adults (ALDA), and the Cerebral Palsy and Deaf Organization
(CPADO), collectively, “Consumer Groups,” respectfully submit this Opposition to the
petition of Dawson Memorial Baptist Church (“Dawson”) to exempt its programming

from the Commission’s closed captioning rules, 47 C.F.R. § 79.1 (2010).! Consumer

1 Public Notice, Request for Comment: Request for Exemption from Commission’s Closed
Captioning Rules, Dawson Memorial Baptist Church, Case No. CGB-CC-0144, CG Docket
No. 06-181 (Feb. 8, 2012),

http:/ / transition.fcc.gov/ Daily_Releases/ Daily_Business/2012/db0208/ DA-12-
163A1.pdf; Petition for Exemption from Closed Captioning Requirement for Dawson Memorial
Baptist Church, Case No. CGB-CC-0144, CG Docket No. 06-181 (Jan. 18, 2012),

http:/ /apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/ view?id=7021755294 [hereinafter Dawson Petition].















Dawson'’s petition demonstrates an effort was made to seek assistance from its video
programming distributor, there is no evidence that it has fully investigated, much less
exhausted, the alternative options available to receive captioning for its programming.

To establish that providing captions would impose an undue economic burden, a
petitioner must demonstrate that it has sought out sponsorships or other sources of
revenue to cover the cost of captioning its program and is unable to obtain alternative
means of funding captions for its programming.!” The petition contains no indication
that Dawson has solicited sponsorships or other sources of revenue to cover the cost of
captioning its program.
III. Permanent Exemptions are Inappropriate

We also note that Dawson’s request for a permanent exemption is inappropriate.
The Commission has already stated that “[e]xemption from the closed captioning
obligations is not designed to perpetually relieve a petitioner of its captioning
obligation.”!® We do not believe any exemption is appropriate for Dawson'’s
programming, but should the Commission disagree, we strongly urge that any
exemption be time-limited so that Dawson will phase in captioning of its programming.
IV. Dawson’s Request for a Two-Year Exemption is Inappropriate

Dawson alternatively argues that it should receive a time-limited exemption
because its “complex budget process” would prevent it from providing closed captions
until at least 2014.1° We urge the Commission to reject this argument. The Commission
already granted Dawson 90 days to comply with its requirements, during which

Dawson could have begun the appropriate steps towards budgeting for captioning.2 A

17 See Outland Sports, 16 FCC Red. at 13607-08, § 7 (2001), cited with approval in Anglers
2011, supra note 4, 26 FCC Rcd. at 14,956, ¥ 28 n. 103.
18 Anglers 2011, supra note 4, 26 FCC Rcd. at 14,953, § 23 (internal quotations omitted).

19 Dawson Petition, supra note 1, at 4.
20 See Anglers 2011, supra note 4, 26 FCC Red. at 14,965, § 55.












CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I, Niko Perazich, Office Manager, Institute for Public Representation, do hereby
certify that, on March 9, 2012, pursuant to the Commission’s aforementioned Public
Request for Comment, a copy of the foregoing Opposition was served by first class U.S.
mail, postage prepaid, upon the petitioner:

Dawson Memorial Baptist Church
Robert A. Silverman

Law Offices of Bennet & Bennet, PLLC
10 G St, NE, Suite 710

Washington, DC 20002

Niko Perazich
March 9, 2012



